
Advanced Placement
US Government and Politics

E. White – Room E-15 
ewhite@tcjackets.net  

Check school email for Google Classroom invitation
Remind codes: AP Gov classes - eewapgov, TCCHS Merit/AP Students - tcchsm

2019-2020 Course Description:   This course provides a college-level, nonpartisan introduction to 
key political concepts, ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and behaviors that characterize 
the constitutional system and political culture of the US. Students will study US foundational 
documents, SCOTUS decisions, and other texts and visuals to gain an understanding of the 
relationships and interactions among political institutions, processes, and behaviors. Students will 
read and interpret data, make comparisons and applications, and develop evidence-based 
arguments. Finally, they will complete a political science research or applied civics project. 

College Course Equivalent and Prerequisites:  This course is equivalent to a one-semester 
introductory college course in US government. There are no required prerequisite courses. Students 
should be able to read a college-level textbook and write grammatically correct, complete sentences. 

Project Requirement:  This adds a civic component to the course, engaging students in exploring 
how they can affect, and are affected by, government and politics throughout their lives. The project 
might have students collect data on a teacher-approved political science topic, participate in a 
community service activity, or observe and report on the policymaking process of a governing body. 
Students should plan a presentation that relates their experiences or findings to what they are 
learning in the course. 

Five Big Ideas of the course:  
1. CONSTITUTIONALISM - The US Constitution establishes a system of checks and balances among 

branches of government and allocates power between federal and state governments. This system is 
based on the rule of law and the balance between majority rule and minority rights. 

2. LIBERTY AND ORDER - Governmental laws and policies balancing order and liberty are based on the 
U.S. Constitution and have been interpreted differently over time. 

3. CIVIC PARTICIPATION IN A REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY - Popular sovereignty, individualism, 
and republicanism are important considerations of U.S. laws and policy making and assume citizens 
will engage and participate. 

4. COMPETING POLICY-MAKING INTERESTS - Multiple actors and institutions interact to produce and 
implement possible policies. 

5. METHODS OF POLITICAL ANALYSIS - Using various types of analyses, political scientists measure 
how U.S. political behavior, attitudes, ideologies, and institutions are shaped by a number of factors 
over time. 
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 Course Units and Exam Weighting:    
 Unit 1: Foundations of American Democracy    15–22% 
 Unit 2: Interactions Among Branches of Government   25–36% 
 Unit 3: Civil Liberties and Civil Rights     13–18% 

 Unit 4: American Political Ideologies and Beliefs   10–15% 
 Unit 5: Political Participation      20–27% 

Academic Expectations:  In this interactive classroom, students will participate in a variety of 
activities that go beyond the primary textbook.  This is an intense class and students are expected to 
exhibit strong time-management skills and to take responsibility for their learning.  Students are 
encouraged to take the AP Government Exam on Monday, May 4, 2020, at 8:00 AM. 

Grading Policy:   
Daily = 20%, Quizzes/Essays = 30%, Formative Assessments = 30%, Mid Term/Final Exam = 20%.  
Grades earned in AP courses (including the 10 bonus points granted in AP courses) are counted 
twice in calculating the weighted GPA for class rank and honors purposes.   

Daily Assignments/Homework:  Students are expected to come to class daily with their notebook, 
their chromebook, and all notes and assignments done before class begins.  Questions and 
discussion about ways to interpret the material will be addressed in class when they arise.   

Quizzes and Tests:  Quizzes (generally unannounced) and essays give students a chance to 
demonstrate their knowledge.  Daily preparation is the key to success on these. Tests will be 
announced a week or more in advance and are in the format used by the College Board.   
 
The Georgia Standards of Excellence:  The Georgia Standards of 
Excellence for American Government and Civics are generally 
compatible with the AP US Government and Politics content.  There 
is no Milestones test in this class.   

Timeliness/Attendance:  Students perform best when they are not 
“behind the curve” in terms of learning the material and developing the needed skills.  Generally, 
there is very low tolerance for late work.  In the event of an excused absence, students must make up 
missed work after school within 3 school days.   

Communication:  Students are encouraged to ask questions and seek help when needed. This is 
how knowledge is acquired!  Extra help is available and there will be evening/weekend study 
sessions scheduled prior to the AP Exam for students who desire to take advantage of those.   

Parents:  As this is a college-level course, students are encouraged to communicate directly with me 
so that I can address any concerns they may have.  Parents are also encouraged to contact me with 
any concerns they have and to let me know what I can do to help their child do well in this class.   

We are All In This Together so let’s GET ON BOARD!

Materials Needed:

• Notebook

• Composition Book

• Chromebook

• Writing Utensils

• A Good Attitude!


